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Introducing Portsmouthôs New Theatre 

Groundlings Theatre  

Opening April 2010 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Groundlings Theatre Company has recently won the bid to buy The Old Beneficial School in Portsea. This 

stunning historic grade II star listed building will be brought back to life providing a wonderful focal point for 

the area.  

The Old Beneficial School has a fantastic amount of history.  A lot of 

the original features, fire places, large wooden dresser, original 

floorboards and flagstones together with two very large ornamental sash 

windows still remain and give this wonderful building a truly unique 

atmosphere. 

 

An interesting fact is that Elizabeth (Barrow) Dickens, the mother of 

Charles, was actually attending a performance of a play at the óBeneficialô, when she 

went into labour with Charles. 

 

1. Centre Facilities 
Rehearsal Rooms / dance studio and office space 

Three studios are available to hire set 

in this beautiful Georgian building. 

Situated close to Gunwharf Quays 

and Rail, Bus and Ferry terminals it is 

ideally located for users and 

audiences. There is car parking for 

users of the arts centre and a daytime café and evening 

restaurant for dinner theatre. Film and editing suite is also 

available. Special rates are available for regular users.  
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Lights Camera Action! 
 

In late 2010 the arts centre will also have a TV studio available for 

hirer for film makers and facilities to record those wonderful 

performances. Playback facilities, green screen, technical support 

are all available including full use of editing suite, to give any 

drama, short film or show reel that professional look. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office space for hire 
 

 

In addition we have some great office space available at very good 

rates. Fantastic for arts based organisations. Extra rooms for 

meetings and conferences are also available including video 

projection and catering are also available. Located 5 minutes walk 

from Gunwhalf Quays this makes an excellent and ideal space to 

use. 

 

 

 

 

Wardrobe Department  
We currently have over 10 000 costumes 

in our wardrobe department and we hire 

out these costumes to other Theatre 

Companies, Schools and the general 

public for fancy dress. Our wardrobe 

department has every period from 

Roman to the present day. High quality 

costumes with special rates for theatre 

companies. With such a vast range we 

are sure to be able to offer you what you 

are looking for.  We also have a wide 

range of props and sets for hirer 
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2. Additional Facilities 

 

 
Café Restaurant  
The Arts Centre will have a café during the day and a Restaurant in 

the evening for productions as part of dinner theatre. This would be 

open to service the needs of the users of the centre and the public. The 

restaurant is also available for private functions and small 

performances and music cabaret. 

 

 

Theatre  
Groundlings Theatre is complete with classic fireplaces and 

chandeliers providing the perfect venue for both traditional 

proscenium arch based theatre or dinner theatre. We want a real mix 

of entertainment from Shakespeare to new writing and from stand-up 

comedy to Burlesque. It is important to us that we cater for the whole 

community, so pitch us your ideas. We will provide as much support 

as we can with a full box office service, publicity and technical 

support. 

 

The theatre with its classic Georgian decor can boast a modern 

versatile space, perfect for theatre in the round, proscenium arch, 

platform stage, traverse theatre and dinner theatre. Sets and props are 

also available for hire. Tiered seating or steel deck staging is available 

for any style of production. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


